Chapter II
THE EFFORT FOR AGRICULTURE
IN our -general observations at the beginning of this section
we set forth the doctrinal or political considerations that
impelled the Vichy Government to favour agriculture at the
expense of industry. In this respect the Government has a
definite policy, which consists in reorganizing agricultural pro-
duction on a corporative model, taking the family as the funda-
mental cell.
But in reality it was under the pressure of hunger and distress
that the men of Vichy were obliged to take numbers of measures
to develop agricultural production. These measures arc all too
often incoherent. We shall analyse the principal ones among
them*
I. The Cultivation of Derelict Land
i. LARGE-SCALE WORKS
The programme of works on a large scale undertaken as a
remedy for unemployment should permit of the ultimate develop-
ment of large tracts of land uncultivated to-day, and some of
which, like la Crau, are mere deserts covered with pebbles and
rubble.
The first works contemplated include the following, according
to the communiqu6 of the Council of Ministers of October n?
1940:
The irrigation and draining of Bas-Rhone.
The draining of la Limagne.
The marling and draining of Sologne (Law published July 4,1941),
The draining of Lower Brittany and Vendee,
2, CONCESSIONS TO INDIVIDUALS
The law of August 27, 1940, enacted that pieces of land un-
cultivated or abandoned for more than two years might be granted
as concessions by a prefect's order.
The holder of the concession receives advances from the State,
He pays no rent for the first three years, and thereafter pays a rent
equal to one-half the rental value of similar lands or holdings in the
neighbourhood.
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